PROCEEDINGS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
PRC”OSAL OF PROVIDING IRRIGATION TO 5500 HA OF 35 VILLAGES IN
WAAZEDU MANDAL AND DRINKING WATER SUPPLY TO THE ENROUTE
VILLAGES BY MODIKUNTA VAGU IRRIGATION PROJECT IN JAYASHANKAR
BHUPALPALLY DISTRICT CONDUCTED ON 29.09.2018 AT 10.30 AM IN THE
PREMISES OF GOVERNMENT JUNIOR COLLEGE GROUNDS WAAZEDU (V&M),
JAYASHANKAR BHUPALPALLY DISTRICT.

The following panel members present:

S1.No Name of the Panel Member Designation

1. Sri. Dr.V. Venkateswarlu, IAS Chairman of the Public Hearing
Collector and Magistrate
Jayashankar Bhupalpally District

2. Sri. G. Hanumantha Reddy, Member of the Public Hearing
Environmental Engineer

Telangana State Pollution Control Board,
Regional Office, Warangal.

The following representatives of the project authority were present:

S1L.No Name & Designation

1. Sri. A. Venkateshwar Rao,
Superintending Engineer, Irrigation & CAD Department,
SRSP Stage-II Circle, K.C Colony, Chintagattu, Warangal.

2. Sri. V. Jagadeesh, Executive Engineer,

Modikunta Project Division,

Irrigation & CAD Department, Akkulavari Ghanpuram Village,
Eturnagaram Mandal, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District.

Environmental Engineer, TSPCB, Regional Office, Warangal: At the outset, the
Environmental Engineer, TSPCB, RO, Warangal, while welcoming the District Collector of
Jayashankar Bhupalpally District, public representatives, farmers and public, explained about the
EIA Notification vide Notification No. S.0. 1533 dt: 14.09.2006 issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of India. The Environmental Public
Hearing is made mandatory for certain category of projects to obtain prior Environmental
Clearance. He stated that Modikunta Vagu Irrigation Project is proposed for irrigating 5500 ha of
dry lands belongs to 35 villages of Waazedu Mandal and also providing Drinking Water Supply
to the enroute villages by proposing the Project in Jayashankar Bhupalpally District which is
categorised as Irrigation Project as per EIA Notification, 2006.

The Modikunta Vagu Irrigation Project obtained ToR (Terms of Reference) from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of India, New Delhi vide order dt:
29.11.2017 and submitted the Draft EIA Report to the Pollution Control Board and requested to

conduct Public Hearing.

Accordingly, a press notification was published in Telugu and English Daily News Papers on

29.08.2018 i.e., Eenadu Daily News Paper and Indian Express English Daily News Papers.

The said Notification has invited the public and others for their suggestions, concerns, comments

“n . Y . A T 11 Lt PR ) . ~r oo * PR |




TTmTITe = scasssiitanwy NAW Y WAAMEANALL UL
India, New Delhi for further course of action. He informed that, no representations were received
by the TSPCB, Regional Office, Warangal.

He then requested the Hon’ble District Collector, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District to Chair the

meeting to conduct the Public Hearing.

The Collector and District Magistrate, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District: while inviting the
people gathered at the venue, stated that the present gathering is for Environmental Public
Hearing for the proposed Modikunta Vagu Irrigation and instructed the project authorities,
Irrigation & CAD Dept., and Environmental Consultants (M/s Environmental Health and Safety
Consultants Pvt. Ltd, Bangalore) to explain the environmental aspects of the proposed
Modikunta Vagu Irrigation Project so that people would be able to offer their views on the

proposed project.

Ms. Navya, representative of M/s Environmental Health and Safety Consultants Pvt. Ltd,
Bangalore has explained the environmental impacts and on their study and the details are as

follows;

> The proposed Modikunta Vagu Irrigation Project involves construction of 1,359 m long
earthen dam near Krishnapuram village across River Modikunta Vagu near Waazedu
Mandal in Jayashankar Bhupalapally District.

> The proposed project provides irrigation facilities to 5,500 Ha of command area
belonging to 35 villages using 2.142 TMC of water and also providing 0.12 TMC of
drinking water to these villages.

» Construction components for the proposed project includes earthen dam, spillway
channel (Length: 0.86 Km), main canal (Length: 21.850 Km) and distributaries (Length:
28.95 Km).

» The boundary of Eturunagaram Wildlife Sanctuary is located at a distance of 7.5 Km)
from the proposed earthen dam. However, there is no impact on the Wildlife Sanctuary.

> The construction of proposed earthen dam across Modikunta Vagu River involves
diversion of 499 Ha of forest land. Of which; 13.15 Ha, 427.80 Ha and 58.05 Ha of land
will be utilized for dam site, submergence and canal construction respectively.

» Stage I Forest Clearance for the diversion of 499 Ha of forest land has been obtained and
506.36 Ha of Compensatory Afforestation will be carried out as per Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.

> The proposed project involves submergence of 427.80 Ha of forest land near the
proposed earthen dam at an FRL of 124 m.

» The proposed project requires a total land of 75.99 Ha of non-forest land for the
implementation of the project. The land required is only for construction of main canals

and distributaries.



> The project is proposed in Naxal affected Tribal areas for the overall socio-economic
" development of the region.

> She informed that, the EIA studies had been conducted by the organization.

> The study was carried out as per the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006 and its
amendments and they have covered three seasons i.e., August, 2017 to April, 2018.

» They conducted environmental baseline study on air, water, noise, soil, land use, ecology
and biodiversity, socio-economics, hydrology, geology, impact assessment study and
environmental management study in the proposed command area and 10 Km radius
around proposed dam siie. The ambient air quality monitoring had been conducted for the
parameters PMjo, PMys, SO, and NO; Also, conducted water quality sampling and
analysis in the project area.

> The environmental baseline data for ambient air quality was observed to be within the
NAAQ standards-2009 and ambient noise levels in the project area were observed to be
within the CPCB standards.

> Ground Water Quality analysis conforms to IS 10500: 2012 Drinking Water Quality
Standards.

> Environmental Impact Assessment was carried out using Global Environmental Flow
Calculator model, Noise model, Universal Soil Loss Equation, Air Quality model and ‘
quantified the impacts by using Leopold Matrix Method for construction and operation
phase of the project.

> In construction phase, water sprinkling measures will be proposed for dust control, reuse
of muck through muck disposal plan, solid waste management and sewage treatment at
the labour camps through Septic tank and Soak pits.

> DG sets will be provided with acoustic enclosures and silencers to vehicles to avoid noise
nuisance. _‘

> In Environmental Management Plan, Muck Disposal Plan, Sanitation and Solid Waste
Management Plan, Catchment Area Treatment Plan, Biodiversity Management Plan,
Fisheries Conservation and Management Plan, Green Belt Development Plan,
Environmental Monitoring Programme, Public Health Delivery Plan, during construction

and operation phase, etc will be implemented.

The Collector and District Magistrate, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District: has invited the

public representatives, farmers and public to express their views:
1. Sri. Dabbakatla Lakshmaiah R/o Waazedu has expressed the following;

> He welcomed the project and opined that the proposed project is advantageous for the
region and farmers.
> He also stated that, this project was planned few years back and however due to

unforeseen reasons, it was stopped. Now, it is good to hear the project is taken up for the
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applauded the work done by the consultants and Irrigation and CAD Department.

He also suggested monitoring health status of people, crop production details and ground
water level status in a 10km radius of the project so that this acts as baseline data to
establish future trends after implementation.

He advised to take up Compensatory Afforestation and plantation of medicinal and fruit
bearing trees to maintain ecological balance.

He stated that demand oriented programs to be taken up under command area
development or with CSR funds.

He stated that local people shall be given priority for employment in construction
activities of the project.

He stated that, skill development programs shall be planned for the educated unemployed
youth in the villages.

He requested the Irrigation and CAD officials to explore the technical possibilities to
implement Drip/Sprinkler mode of irrigation so as to cover more command area.

Finally he suggested implementing controlled blasting, if any during construction to

reduce the impacts.

3. Sri. K. Raghupathy Rao R/o Jagannathapuram has expressed the following;

>
>

4, Sri

He welcomed the project and stated this project is very essential for the region.

He also stated that he was happy for the project being taken up now since he was under
the impression that the project was dropped from the Government.

He stated that this project will benefit local farmers at large and requested the collector
for early implementation.

The Godavari basin has variation in rainfall pattern and hence this project is necessary

and beneficial to cater the irrigation and drinking water needs.

. T. Adinarayana R/o Waazedu has expressed the following;

He welcomed the project and stated that this project was planned by the previous
Government a decade ago and also informed that even though this region has plenty of
water resources but still the farmers are facing water scarcity.

He requested the authorities to accord necessary perrnission for the project for early

implementation due to its benefits to the local environment such that they can reap the

benefits from the project.

5. Sri. P. Ramakrishna Reddy R/o Waazedu has expressed the following;

>

P

He welcomed the project and he stated that this project is very much beneficial for the
region in view of most of the dry lands will be irrigated.
He appreciated the design and planning of the project since there is no displacement of

people / villages only forest land was acquired.
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> He stated that 35 tribal villages will be benefitted under the project which is a step

" towards realizing the idea of ‘Bangaru Telangana’ (Golden Telangana) program of the

Government.

6. Smt. Dhanalakshmi R/o Waazedu, ZPTC Member has expressed the following;

>

She welcomed the project and this project is very much helpful for the farmers of the
region.

She stated that, people are much awaiting for this project and requested for early
implementation.

She expressed that this project also envisages providing drinking water supply to the
villages which in turn helpful for improvement of health conditions.

She stated that, this project will improve crop yield and farmers of the region can enjoy
much benefits under the project.

She stated that water availability in the region will help in improving the overall

ecological environment of the region.

7. Sri. Yaalam Achaiah R/o Krishnapuram, Sarpanch has expressed the following;

8. Sri

>

>

He welcomed the project and stated that this project is golden project for the region.

He requested the Collector for early implementation of the project.

He stated that with the implementation of the project, drylands will be brought under
irrigation.

He stated that water availability in the region will help in improving the overall
ecological environment of the region.

He requested the project authorities to compensate the land losers as per Government
norms.

He requested all the public representatives and officials to cooperate and play their role in

the speedy implementation of the project.

. Poshyala R/o Krishnapuram, MPTC Member has expressed the following;

He stated that he has been hearing about this project since many years but the works were
never taken up. This time he hopes that project would be completed as planned.

He welcomed the project and expressed his happiness for its implementation.

The Collector and District Magistrate, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District: has directed the

Project Engineers to clarify the issues raised during the meeting.

Superintending Engineer, SRSP Stage-II Circle, K.C Colony: clarified that;

>

>

He respected the views of the public expressed during the hearing and explained the
technical details of the project once again.

He stated that this project will be helpful for improving the agriculture activities, drinking



construction, if any.

The Collector and District Magistrate, Jayashankar Bhupalpally District: thanked all the
people for attending the Environmental Public Hearing and expressing their views. He also
invited the people to give the written representation, if any to the Environmental Engineer,
TSPCB, Executive Engineer, Modikunta Vagu Project and also to the office of District Collector,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally District. He concluded the hearing with a positive note saying that all
the views expressed by the people will be taken into consideration and forwarded to Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India for necessary action.

. Ny -
Environmental Engineer Collector & District Magistrate
T.S Pollution Control Board Jayashankar Bhupalpally District

Regional Office, Warangal
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